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Max and Jo Hopper
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CPRC 37.005
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A person interested as or through an executor or administrator, 

including an independent executor or administrator, . . .  

. . . may have a declaration of rights or legal relations in respect 

to the trust or estate; . . .  

(2)  to direct the executors, administrators, or trustees to do or 

abstain from doing any particular act in their fiduciary capacity;  



CPRC 37.002
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“settle and to afford relief from uncertainty with 

respect to his rights, status and other legal relations.”



Prince
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Died without a Will



Abraham Lincoln
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Died without a Will



Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Died without a Will



Jimi Hendrix
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Died without a Will



Pablo Picasso
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Died without a Will



Howard Hughes
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Died without a Will



Sonny Bono
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Died without a Will



Michael Jackson
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Died without a Will
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Max Hopper’s 6,700+ Golf Club Collection



Statutory Cap on Punitive Damages

Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code Section 41.008:

(b) Exemplary damages awarded against a defendant may not exceed an 

amount equal to the greater of:

(1) (A) two times the amount of economic damages; plus

(B) an amount equal to any noneconomic damages found by the jury, 

not to exceed $750,000; or

(2) $200,000.
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Exception to the Statutory Cap on 
Punitive Damages
Section 41.008(c)(10) of the Civil Practice and Remedies Code provides that “this

section does not apply to a cause of action against a defendant from whom a

plaintiff seeks recovery of exemplary damages based on conduct described as a

felony in the following sections of the Penal Code if, except for Sections 49.07

and 49.08, the conduct was committed knowingly and intentionally.”
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Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code 
Section 41.008(c)(10)

Section 32.45 (misapplication of fiduciary property or property of a

financial institution)
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Section 149C of the Texas Probate Code (now Section 404.037(a) of the Texas

Estates Code) provides that “an independent executor who defends an action for

the independent executor’s removal in good faith, whether successful or not,

shall be allowed out of the estate the independent executor’s necessary expenses

and disbursements, including reasonable attorney’s fees, in the removal

proceedings.
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Section 352.051(2) of the Texas Estates Code states that “on proof satisfactory to

the court, a personal representative of an estate is entitled to . . . reasonable

attorney’s fees necessarily incurred in connection with the proceedings and

management of the estate.”
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Portion of the Jury Award Form



TEXAS CIVIL PRACTICE AND REMEDIES 
CODE SECTION 37.009

COSTS

In any proceeding under this chapter, the court may award costs and reasonable
and necessary attorney’s fees as are equitable and just.
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JURY CHARGE REGARDING ROBLEDO 
DECLARATORY JUDGMENT ACTION

Answer with an amount for each of the following:

1. For representation through this trial.
Answer:  $4,052,035.00

2. For representation in a future appeal through appeal to the court of appeals.
Answer:  $200,00.00

3. For representation in a future appeal at the petition for review stage in the 
Supreme Court of Texas.
Answer:  $50,000.00
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$4,052,035.00
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Ownership of the Robledo Residence
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Ownership of Community Property During Marriage & Following Max’s Death
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All of the Documents Related to this Case Stacked as High as Big Tex (65 Feet)
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